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Pupil premium strategy statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2020 to 2021 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged children.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Wheelock Primary School 

Number of children in school  314 (November 2021) 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible children 11% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2020-2023 

Date this statement was published December 2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed September 2022 

Statement authorised by Sally Whitehead 

Pupil premium lead Sally Whitehead 

Principal 

Governor / Trustee lead Angie Robinson 

Community Lab member 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £41350 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £15120 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£56470 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

At Wheelock Primary School, we are proud to deliver rich and creative learning 

experiences that enable all the children to fulfil their potential. We are a school led by 

the values of Community, Creativity, Challenge and Individuality and our vision puts all 

children at the centre of everything that we do.  

We strongly believe that all children have a right to reach their potential and develop 

the necessary skills and values required to succeed in life. 

We aim for all of our children, including our Pupil Premium children, to develop the 

knowledge, skills, aspirations and academic ability to ensure they reach their potential 

in all aspects of their life.  

We aim to: 

• Reduce any in-school attainment gap in reading, writing and maths between 

children in receipt of pupil premium funding and other children 

• Ensure all children in receipt of pupil premium funding have sufficient support, 

challenge and stretch to fulfil their potential 

• Support high levels of attendance and punctuality for children in receipt of pupil 

premium funding  

• Improve opportunities for children in receipt of pupil premium funding to take 

part in all wider learning opportunities, including trips and visits 

• Provide support for the wellbeing of children in receipt of pupil premium funding 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged children. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Pupil progress in reading, writing and maths 

2 Low levels of attendance and poor punctuality. 

3 A range of social and emotional needs that have a negative impact on 
children’ wellbeing. 

4 Reduced levels of independent thinking and decision making abilities 
since the pandemic requiring increased level of adult support 

5 Poor retention of knowledge and skills 
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Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

For PP children to achieve their potential in 
reading, writing and/or Maths.  

PP children will have made good progress in 
relation to their starting points in the targeted 
areas of concern. 

For PP children’s reading to show improvement in 
progress and attainment across the school, 
closing the gaps and enhance the reading age to 
at least compatible with chronological age 

• For reading support to be carefully planned 
across all teams  

• For children to be given regular reading 
support each week  

• For PP children to show improvements in 
early reading skills though daily phonics and 
regular interventions.   

• For Accelerated Reader scores to show 
considerable progress. 

Children develop greater writing fluency. 

Children achieve expected standard in writing. 

A greater number of Pupil premium children 
achieve greater depth in writing. 

• Children receive target writing units, 
developing writing skills and components. 

• Children write with greater fluency and use 
appropriate sentence structure and 
punctuation. 

• Children’ letter formation is correct and 
achieve fluency in handwriting. 

• Children can write for a range of purposes. 

For PP children to show improvement in progress 
of core mathematic skills, closing the gaps for 
each year group 

• Gaps are closing with the most vul-
nerable children in the mathematics.   

• Progress is at least expected for PP children 
in mathematics  

Children retain knowledge and prior knowledge is 
applied to new learning to advance learning and 
achievement. 

• Staff receive CPD on metacognition and 
cognitive load theory. They apply strategies 
and techniques to support children’s retention 
and application of transferrable knowledge. 

• Children retain knowledge from prior 
learning. 

• Prior knowledge is applied successfully to 
enable greater understanding of new concept 
and learning. 

Attendance and punctuality improves to above 
90% for this group of children 

• Attendance is strong with children attending 
consistently and therefore reduced gaps in 
learning.  

• Parents support the school in securing this 
ambition.  

• Limited, if not zero EWO intervention. 

To offer wider opportunities and increase uptake 
for PP children in school trips, visits, residentials, 
music and sport. 

A range of in school activities for PP children to 
choose from including sporting clubs 
(gymnastics, dodgeball, football), music 
opportunities (Young voices, one to one 
perihepatic tuition, choir) and a range of other 
social / hobby-based clubs yoga, bingo, eco 
club, languages, mindfulness colouring etc. 
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For the mental health and wellbeing of particular 
PP children to show improvement 

• PP children show improvements in their own 
mental health and well being  

• Own self esteem in developed   

• Children are showing increased 
awareness of positive relationships.  

To promote positive mindset through quality first 
teaching, focusing on ways to build healthy minds 
and bodies. 

Children talking about what they can achieve 
rather than what they can’t. Children using the 
learning muscles to talk about their strengths. 
Children taking part in regular exercise (daily 
shake and wake, golden mile etc) 

Children access all learning independently and are 
able to self-regulate 

Children can focus in each lesson 

Children have and apply strategies to help 
themselves to calm and manage their emotions 

Children access support systems and staff to 
support their mental health and well being 
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

EEF impact scores can be found at 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-

toolkit 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £ 14000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge number(s) 

addressed 

Employment of the 

Mental health lead and 

pastoral and welfare 

manager to support pupils 

and families through target 

interventions 

Children and families accessing mental 

health support programmes including animal 

assisted therapy, counselling and art therapy 

enables them to access learning and develop 

strategies to support anxiety 

2,3 

To train and develop 

senior mental health lead 

within the school to provide 

purposeful mental health 

and wellbeing across the 

school 

To provide my happy 

mind programme across 

the school to ensure all 

children are provided with 

weekly mental health 

training.  

 

To work with Visyon and Cheshire East to 

train and roll out a mental health senior 

leader across the school to ensure that 

provision in the school is effective at meets 

the needs of the children.  

By developing mental health in children and 

staff, a positive learning environment will be 

in place for all learners to thrive.  
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Cognitive Load & 

Metacognition Training 

To have all staff trained in using cognitive 

load and metacognition strategies to ensure 

quality first teaching for all pupils. 

4,5 

CPD, research and training 

in cognitive load theory and 

its application. 

CPD sessions to include 

across MAT, subject 

Pupils’ retention of knowledge is improved 

and can be applied to their learning enabling 

them to engage, achieve and progress 

across the curriculum. 

Knowledge is transferable and progressively 

builds throughout units of work and recall 

4,5 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit


 

6 

specific development and 

cross curricular links. 

links between subjects and year groups to 

enable greater understanding, enjoyment and 

achievement. 

Training for RWI phonics 

for all staff 

Staff have the skills and knowledge to teach 

phonics progressively maintaining fidelity to 

the RWI Phonics approach from entry at age 

2 through EYFS into KS1 and KS 2. Regular 

observations and assessments track pupil 

progress and inform additional target phonic 

intervention programmes. 

1 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £ 37000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

Accelerated 

reader 

programme 

Programme is widely used with EEF recommendation. 

An EEF efficacy trial indicated an impact of +3 for AR 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-

andevaluation/projects/accelerated-reader  

Assessment data gives ZPD scores that can be used to track 

progress. Investment initially last year and engagement and 

progress very positive. Children are accessing more texts and 

reading more words with progress measured half termly and 

celebrated through millionaire readers and certificates. Further 

investment in texts and staff time for CPD and supporting pupils 

through reading interventions and comprehension development. 

1 

Phonics 

intervention 

programme 

CPD for staff 

to deliver 

phonics 

programme. 

Regular 

assessments 

to identify 

areas of need 

and track 

progress 

Phonic skills are key component to reading and writing.  

Fidelity to RWI phonics programmes and the clear progressive 

structure ensures pupils develop and apply phonic knowledge to 

support reading, writing and spelling.  

Phonics approaches have a strong evidence base indicating a 

positive impact on accuracy of word reading 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educationevidence/t

eaching-learning-toolkit/phonics 

We have purchased Read Write Inc  

1 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-andevaluation/projects/accelerated-reader
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-andevaluation/projects/accelerated-reader
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educationevidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educationevidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
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Nessy 

Targeted 

program for 

reading and 

spelling. 

Nessy are best known as advocates for children with dyslexia 

around the globe. But the Nessy programs are not only for 

dyslexia. Nessy is widely used for whole class, phonics, maths, 

typing and early reading instruction. Nessy collaborates with some 

of the world's leading academics, and follows the Science of 

Reading, to ensure our programs are based upon proven 

research.  

1 

Appointment 

of 

Safeguarding 

and Learning 

Mentor  

Children and families access a range of mental health support 

programmes including My CWA, Swans Counselling and Play 

therapy. A Family and Schools Wellbeing Worker is deployed by 

the Safeguarding and Learning Mentor 

2,3,4,5 

Social and 

emotional 

Learning 

interventions 

Bespoke interventions 

• Acorns 

• Healthy Heroes 

• Treetops 

EEF states an impact of 

+4https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educationevidenc

e/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotionallearning 

3,4,5 

Reading Eggs 

Programme 

An online programme with individual log-ins for identified children 

offering a personalised reading programme for use in school and 

at home 

Headphones purchased for use with the programme 

1 

Lexia Purchase for targeted children 

EEF Impact evidence of +2 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projectsand-

evaluation/projects/lexia 

1 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £ 12000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

To support 

families 

financially 

with wider 

opportunities  

Parents have requested support on various activities such as residentials 

and school trips. This has always been approved as children should not 

be unable to access elements of the school offer due to limited finances. 

Some of the PP funding has been used to offset these activities. 

2,3 
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To improve 

mental health 

and well 

being of PP 

children and 

those with PP 

and SEN 

across the 

school 

Wellbeing and mental health has been clearly impacted over   

lockdown which has been noted in pupil surveys. This is clear with PP 

children who are in need of support and strategies to develop their mental 

health. ELSA training to take place, with additional resources to be 

purchased.  
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Daily 

Attendance 

checks. Use 

of external 

educational 

welfare to 

support and 

work 

alongside 

home school 

mentor to 

support with 

daily calls and 

home visits 

where 

necessary to 

improve 

attendance. 

(£60 per meeting x 3 =£180) 

Pupil attainment is higher when pupils have higher attendance.  

DfE guidance has been used to inform our approach. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schoolattendance/framework-

for-securing-full-attendanceactions-for-schools-and-local-authorities 

Approach includes communication with parents to explain implications and 

deployment of an effective system to monitor attendance and intervene. 

Emphasis is on engaging with parents/guardians  

 

 

2,3 

Use of The 

Hive (BASC)) 

to support 

smooth 

transitions for 

some children 

suffering with 

attachment 

/separation 

and/ or 

anxiety issue.   

(£4.50 AM session & £9.00 PM session estimate £100) 

If a child starts the day calm and in a good place they go on to have a 

more successful day in all aspects of their school day (academically and 

socially)  

EEF gives an impact score of +2 for Breakfast clubs 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eefstatement-

republication-of-the-evaluation-of-schoolbreakfast-clubs   

 

2,3 

Enabling all 

children 

access to 

school 

uniform. 

To allow all children to look the same as their peers and feel part of their 

whole school community.  

3 

 

Total budgeted cost: £ 63000 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eefstatement-republication-of-the-evaluation-of-schoolbreakfast-clubs
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eefstatement-republication-of-the-evaluation-of-schoolbreakfast-clubs
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

 

KS1 Data (all year groups) 2020-

21 

Attainment: 
Wheelock children 
eligible for PPG 

Attainment: 
Wheelock children 
not eligible for 
PPG 

Attainment: 
All children 

% achieving expected or higher in 
reading, writing and maths 

18% 2/11 72% 57/79 52% 47/90 

% achieving expected or higher in 
reading 

45% 5/11 72% 57/79 69% 62/90 

% achieving expected or higher in 
writing  

45% 5/11 68% 54/79 66% 59/90 

% achieving expected or higher in 
maths 

27% 3/11 65% 51/79 60% 54/90 

 

KS2 Data (all year groups) 2020-

21 

Attainment: 
Wheelock children 
eligible for PPG 

Attainment: 
Wheelock children 
not eligible for 
PPG 

Attainment: 
All children 

Expected or higher in reading, 
writing and maths 

44% 8/18 62%102/165 67% 122/183 

Expected or higher in reading 56% 10/18 87% 143/165 84% 153/183 

Expected or higher in writing  39% 7/18 73% 120/165 66% 120/183 

Expected or higher in maths 67% 12/18 88% 146/165 86% 158/183 

 

Our data shows that the school closures during the 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 pandemic 

have had an adverse effect of the attainment of disadvantaged pupils. Since returning to 

school this gap has narrowed. Targetted support in reading writing and maths is 

narrowing the gap and the National Tutoring programme will be used next year to provide 

additional support to improve outcomes in writing. 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 
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Programme Provider 

  

  

Service pupil premium funding (optional) 

For schools that receive this funding, you may wish to provide the following information:  

Measure Details  

How did you spend your service pupil 
premium allocation last academic year? 

 

What was the impact of that spending on 
service pupil premium eligible children? 

 

 


