
29th April 2022 

 

 

Mrs Pickles 

After a traumatic year and the loss of significant members of their family in quick succession, both 

Mrs Pickles and her husband have decided to retire early. They have made the decision to relocate 

to Yorkshire to be closer to their family. Mrs Pickles has loved her time at Wheelock and will truly 
miss being part of the school community. 

Class News 

Penguins and Puffins 

We have had another busy week in Puffins and Penguins.  Our Rainbow challenges have been all 

about the story 'Monkey Puzzle'.  We have all made Monkey head bands and used our phonics to 

label the different animals in the story.  We also had great fun outside looking for the different 

animals in the story as they were all holding a 'Tricky word' for us to find.  

In Literacy this week we thought about how the little monkey found his Mum.  We then wrote in a 

speech bubble what we thought he would say to her.  Puffins and Penguins are using their phonics 

really well now and also thinking carefully about constructing a sentence using a capital lette r, finger 

spaces and a full stop. 

Our maths this week has been all about counting back.  We have used number lines and counters to 

jump back and had lots of fun playing board games where we had to both count on and go 

back.  Snakes and Ladders and Ludo have been our favourites.  If you have any board games at home 
similar to these - have a go at counting forwards and backwards. 

Owls, Woodpeckers and Robins 

We have had a very busy week in 1/2 this week. We have really settled in to our new literacy groups 

and have worked extremely hard to improve our reading and writing skills. In maths, Year 2 have 

shown a great understanding of fractions this week and have developed their reasoning skills within 

this area. Year 1's have been developing their understanding of measurement including capacity and 
weight. 



Also, this week, we have looked at Oceans in geography. We created fact cards on the oceans of the 

world including information on the name, location and a fact. We are looking forward to continuing 

to learn more about this. In science we have started our new topic of 'Animals including Humans'. 

We had some brilliant discussions so far, focusing on the question, 'Do all animals look like smaller 
versions of their parents?' 

Our flags look fantastic from last week’s home learning - they will look great in our classroom. Well 

done. 

Sandpipers, Swans and Kingfishers 

What a fantastic second week of the Summer Term we ’ve had in Waterbirds. 

In Literacy, the children have completed their final task for the book, ‘The Lost Happy Endings.’ The 

children have excelled in their writing, independently planning and writing a persuasive letter of 

their own, using all of the skills they have gathered throughout this unit.  

In Maths, the children have continued to work on fractions. The Year 4 children have been looking at 

tenths and have even learned how to convert them into decimals. In Year 3, the children have been 
working on fractions as numbers, including whole numbers.  

In History, the children discovered the five most recent Kings and Queens of England and how long 

each of them reigned. They then created a timeline…did you know that in 1936, we had three 
different kings? 

In Science, the children learned how to sort animals by different features and used Venn diagrams to 
show their sorting criteria and discovering a few animals they hadn’t heard of before! 

It’s great to see everyone enjoying their learning! Well done, Waterbirds.  

Eagles, Hawks and Kestrels 

Year 5 and 6 are working so very hard at the minute. Our SATS preparation is  coming along nicely 

with the Year 6 children. They are pushing themselves to retain existing knowledge and demonstrate 

this in past papers. The Year 5s have been extremely supportive and are enjoying some the 

challenging revision tasks! 

In maths, the Year 6s have been working hard to learn about circles. They have looked at 

circumference and radius. They also know how to use a compass too. The Year 5s have delved 
deeper into decimals by sequencing and problem solving. 

In literacy, we are now up to the planning stage of our survival narrative. The children have created a 

character and story mapped what they want to happen. We have lots of parachute jumps, snake 
attacks and injuries in our stories! 

In science, we learnt about the different types of micro-organisms. History saw us explore what the 

Platinum Jubilee will mean to us personally. In PE, we continued to develop our athletics skills. 

Finally, we have had some very mature conversations in PSHCE about mental health and grief. The 

children were brave and sensible when discussing these personal and difficult subject matters.  



Well done UKS2 – you are blowing us away with your hardworking attitude and your determination 
to do your best in all subject areas! 

Praise 
Reception & Key Stage One 

 

Key Stage Two 



 

The Hive 

This week at the Hive the children have been taking advantage of the dry weather with lots of 

outdoor play. There have been games of bowls and skittles, basketball, and football skills. Some of 

the children organised a variety of running races including a wheelbarrow race and an egg and spoon 

race, which were very entertaining. 

Inside the Hama beads have been very popular this week with some bright and colourful creations. 

Other children have been making use of our lovely selection of craft paper and designing their own 
notebooks which look beautiful. Film night this week was the ever-popular 'Despicable Me'. 

Have a lovely weekend everyone. 

FOWS Newsletter 

Summer Fair. 

Plans are well underway for the return of the summer fair, Lots of great plans and fresh ideas. 

As you may have seen, we have tried to get a head start with the summer raffle.  



If you own a company, know or work somewhere that might like to donate a prize for the raffle, 

please contact Suzanne Fox or Hannah Walton or email  fowscontact@gmail.com1. All 

prizes/donations are greatly appreciated and help to sell more raffle tickets.  

Amazon Smile 
Another way to help raise funds for the school is by signing up to Amazon smile. Every time you 

purchase something via Amazon they donate a small amount to Friends of Wheelock. Every little bit 
helps. 

Wheelock-of-Fortune 
Do you fancy being in with a chance of winning up-to £65 every month? 

Then why not join our Wheelock-of-Fortune. Numbers are just £1 per number per month and all the 
money raised gets split 50/50 between the prize pot and the FOWS's fundraising pot.  

You can buy as many numbers as you like. The more numbers sold, more chances  you have to win 

and the bigger the prize pot!! 

To join please contact Zoe Holloway or email  fowscontact@gmail.com2 and we can get you set up in 
time for the next draw in May! 

Community News 
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